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1 TIM. xv. 16. 


This is a faithful ſaying and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 
to ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief; howbeit 


for this cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt ,- 


Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, 
for a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter be- 


| lieve on him to everlaſting life, 


in he repreſents the great doctrines of 
odlineſs, as became a perſon in his high 

. NN office and place of truſt, and which he 
delivers now into his ſucceſſor's care to keep-for 
Chriſt's ſake, he ſeveral times ſpeaks after this 
manner: © This is a faithful ſaying, &c.“ and 
this was not done as if any part of the ſcriptures 
or this his charge were of leſs authority or truth, 
but as Moſes often renewed his meſſage and errand 
to the Iſraelites with, All theſe words the Lord 
thy God commanded ;” or, as the prophets very 
often repeated, © Thus faith the Lord;” and Je- 
ſus himſelf, when he delivered doctrines of the ut- 
moſt importance and things neceſſary to our eter- 
nal happineſs, generally . with, “ Verily, 
verily, I fay unto you.“ Thus does the apoſtle 
in the text, when he writes to another great mi- 
niſterof Chriſt, and indeed all who labour in God's- 
Vineyard, that with boldneſs and courage they 
- dk might 


= 0 St. Paul's epiſtle to Timothy, where- 
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— 


| „ 
might propagate ſuch confirmed doctrines with 
all their might, and give more heed. to the divine 


charges delivered in ſo extaordinary and in ſo 


ſolemn a manner. 3 | 
- 'The time will not allow me to ſpeak of the —_ 
bleſſed doctrines handed down to us in this way. 


ſhall therefore ſpeak chiefly of this main doctrine of 
the apoſtle, and-upon which all the hopes of poor 


men are grounded, namely, our Saviour's coming 


from heaven into the world to ſave ſinners. This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 


tion, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to 
ſave ſinners.“ This doctrine is properly the ſub- 
ſtance of the whole goſpel, and is every where 
taught us in the New Teſtament, both from our 


Lord himſelf and by all who heard him, and were 


ſent by him to bear the glad tidings, through the 
earth, to every land and nation, and to invite and 
beſeech ſinners to be reconciled to God, and come 
back to Jeſus the Shepherd and Biſhop of their 


ſouls, that they might be ſaved. This (however 
lighted by ſo many, and though by ſome even 
ſcorned and deſpiſed, eſpecially by all the oppoſers 


of ſalvation by grace alone) is yet a true doctrine, 

and worth their hearing and believing, it is Wor- 
thy the acceptation of all men. 5 
If an offer of life and pardon could be made to 

rebels in diſtreſs and chains, or if the news of 


liberty and redemption ſhould be brought to the 


ſlaves in the gallies, or ſuch as ſpend their melan- 
choly days in priſon or baniſhment, or ſhould the 
* moſt wretched and poor perſon in the world be of- 
fered a full receipt from all his creditors, and a 


fine eſtate beſides for the longeſt term, all would 
think the offers worthy of their acceptance, and 


leap for joy at the good news; but ſhould the 
5 news 
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news of liberty come to his ears who thinks him” 


ſelf in no danger, or ſhould the tidings of a general 
releaſe be ſent to freemen, or bread be brought to 


the exceeding rich, and to ſuch as fare delicately 


every day, it would have no ſuch effect, and it is 
no other than a falſe concluſion of their being ſafe, 
good enough, not fallen from God, or ſo deſpe- 


rately wicked and in danger of periſhing as they 
really are, that makes the goſpel to be heard ſo 
coldly and indifferently by more than half the 
world, Could a preacher tell his auditors where 
every one ſhould find treaſure hid, or how they 
might enſure to themſelves a vaſt fortune, or could 
he teach them how to free themſelves of every pain 


and ſickneſs at once, and in what way they could 


be immenſely rich, O how would people flock to 
hear him! there would be ſcarce room for the con- 
courſe any where, and he would not be able to make 
his voice reach to the leaſt part of his hearers 
but when a meſſenger of the King of ſaints comes 
and brings the news of the kingdom of God open- 
ed, and preaches free grace, redemption from 
death and hell, eternal life, and all the bleſſings 
of the world to come, into which all ſhould preſs 


eagerly, how coldly is he heard? When he ſpeaks 
of the treaſure hid in the field,” how few believe 


the report? And when he declares how near our 
Saviour is to juſtify and help the ſinner, how wil- 
ling he is to pardon all fin, and to come with his 


Father into them and there make his abode, how 


very few open the door and look for him? and in 
how exceeding few is * the arm of the Lord re- 
vealed :? Theenemy of ſouls, the god of this world, 
ſucceeds amazingly even in chriſtian countries, 
in keeping men ignorant of Jefus and his love to 
finners; and when his divinity is only lightly 

| confeſſed, 


— 


„ 


confeſſed, and his eternal redemption conſidered 


but ſuperficially and at a diſtance, it is no wonder 
that the bleſſed news is ſo indifferently entertained. 

When Jeſus entered Simon the Phariſee's houſe, 
he got no kiſs, no hearty welcome, no water to 
waſh his feet, no oil for his head, no incenſe burnt 
before him, and no precious ointment perfumed 
his chamber, the reaſon was, he did not know his 
gueſt, he did not feel how much he wanted a Sa- 
viour; but the finner, the harlot Mary, who was 


called by him out of her fins and invited to the 


kingdom of heaven, thought ſhe could never make 
enough of the Lord, ſhe embraced his feet, kiſſed 


them, waſhed them with tears, and broke her ala- 


baſter box of ſpikenard upon them, and loved 


much, Thus is it now, while men deceive them 


ſelves and fancy they are good churchmen, pious 
and religious enough, and that there is no danger 
of their future ſtate; there a few prayers, a little 
alms or ſome acts of ſelf-denial and mortification 
lull to fleep the ſtirring conſcience, and make the 
poor heart at peace without Chriſt, To ſuch, as 

well as to the wanton, the profane, the world- 
ling, the reſolutely wicked and lover of pleaſure, 
the goſpel of ſalvation ſeems unworthy their ac- 


ceptance, and is neglected to the very laſt; but 


an awakened ſou], a man who feels his own ſin- 
fulneſs as an intolerable burden and who wants to 


be ſaved, but trembles at the word of God, has 
many fears about his condition, &c, he hears that 


God our Saviour came from heaven, out of mere 


Pity and compaſſion, to ſave undone ſouls, to help 


poor people and to undertake for them and be their 
Saviour, and this is the beſt news to ſuch an heart. 


Deep humility and a ſolid conviction and con- 


ſciouſneſs of his ſin and whole corrupted nature, 
| makes 
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„ 
makes him only willing to know, if Jeſus can re- 
ceive ſuch a wretch as he has been? And when 
he can be perſuaded of this, O how entirely does 
ke leave all his old and darling ſins! With what 
joy does he receive our Saviour's offer of forgive- 
nels, and is glad in his ſalvation! His heart leaps 
and bounds in him for joy when the Holy Spirit 


within whiſpers the word of reconciliation ; and 


then he thinks upon inviting others to the ſame 


grace, and is ready every where to tel] how wor- 


thy of all men's acceptation this good doctrine is, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 
finners, of whom (he thinks) he is chief.” 

It is indeed a glorious goſpel ; it is a privilege 
beſtowed upon men beyond all hopes and wiſhes, 


and which makes all who accept it happy and 


bleſſed forever; and all who flight or reject or de- 
Jay the cloſing in with ſo gracious an offer, there- 
by make themſelves of all men the moſt miſerable. 
But then who is Jeſus that is coming into the 
world that is of ſuch importance? He is the eter- 
nal God ! he is that Lord, that Creator and divine 


Being, againſt whom all had finned, and who out. 
of tender mercy to the world came from his throne 


and majeſty, and was incarnate, a man, a ſervant, 
and whoſe whole painful life, ſorrowful and ſhame- 


ful death, was endured by him with this ſole and. 


pure view, to ſave ſinners. He had no deſign but 
fingly and entirely to help them out of their con- 


demnation and ſlavery, and to bring them in peace 
back to him. He would have been glorious and 


high the ſame, if we had been left in our guilt and 


ſuffered hell eternally; but as he loved all his 


works and choſe not the death of a ſinner, and as 


he knew hell was not, made for man but for the 
devil and his angels, he pitied us when we were 


ſunk 
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ſunk into their ruin and come under their judg- 


ment, and before all his innumerable company of 
angels and bleſſed ſpirits reſolved to be their Sa- 
viour. This Jeſus has now brought them out of 
the hand of the enemy; all ſouls are now his; 
the ſoul of the father and the ſouls of the children 
they are his purchaſed poſſeſſion, and he has, on 
their account, made a perfect amends, atonement 
and ſatis faction in his heavenly Father's ſight; he 
has prepared an everlaſting righteouſneſs for them, 


/ 


and opened fuch a fountain in his own blood that 


waſhes out every fin and even the remembrance of 
them before God; and now has he ordained it as 
an everlaſting goſpel to be publiſhed and announced 
to every creature, that whoſo in the world would 
de glad to be ſaved, and who ſincerely wants mercy 
and ſalvation, may come to him and have it. The 
worſt and moſt undeſerving, even the rebellious, 


are invited to this happineſs as to a feaſt; and this 


goſpel, theſe true ſayings, are worthy of all ac- 


ceptation, ſince it comes from God Almighty, and 


as a gift worthy only of that Giver who is the au- 


thor and cauſe of eternal life, and who hereby gives 
the beſt gifts he can give, namely, himſelf, his 
kingdom, his Spirit, his blood, body and righ- 
teouineſs, and whatever is able to make us com- 
pletely happy and perfect. Many, yes many, as 
the ſtars in number, have been witneſſes of this 
grace, and now reap the great ſalvation, the fruit 
of the Lord's toil and ſervitude for their ſakes, 
L eſt fatan ſhould ſuggeſt to an honeſt and well- 


meaning ſoul that his ſins were tao ax þ too 


great, or of too heinous a nature to be pardoned, 
Jeſus, our kind and dear Saviour, has ſet forth ex- 
amples of his mercy, and as it were choſen out 


from all clafles of ſinners the very vileſt, and ſuch 
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as were come to the height of danger, and theſe 


he has graciouſly ſaved; as patterns to them which 


ſhould hereafter believe on him to everlaſting life. 


St, Paul calls himſelf one of theſe and ſays, I am 


the chief of ſinners, but obtained mercy for this 
cauſe,” and fets himſelf forth as a monument of 


free mercy. None can believe that in reſpect of 
outward groſs fins he was chief, for he had been 
brought up in the moſt ſtrict way; but he ſpeaks 
in reſpect of his having, out of an unbeheving 
heart, deſpiſed and lighted Chriſt's metitorious 
death and rightebuſneſs, and in the manner of the 
Phariſee attempted to eſtabliſh his own, and out 


of a falſe zeal perſecuted the diſciples and docs 


ttine of Jeſus, In this ſenſe he calls himſelf the 
chief of ſinners, i. e. one who has ſinned above 


others, and whoſe crimes were of a fcarlet dye, 


and who had given out Saviour and his Spirit fo 
much trouble to conquer and ſubdue him to the 
faith. ; . 
All truly awakened fouls think with the apo- 
ſtle thus, and whether their lives have been no- 
toriouſly vile in men's eyes or not, they feel tbo 
deeply their ſin to extenuate or leſſen it; they can 
eaſily excuſe others, but themfelves they condemn 
and loath in duſt and aſhes, and, like Jeremiah 
and St. James, confefs, the heart is deceitful 
above all things and defperately wicked ;” and is 


to Encourage fuch to hope for mercy and draw 


near to Jeſus, that he has exhibited and fhewn 
forth ſo many inſtances of his mercy and com- 


paſſion in the ſcriptures, who, as St. Paul calls 


them, are patterns, examples and monuments of 
mercy, and pillars in the temple of God. Of theſe 
thece are five eminent in the gol pel, and who ſeem 
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of whoſe converſions and mercies are written for 
our ſakes, that we, who want mercy, may obtain 


it through their mercy, and venture to come boldly 
to the throne of grage by their example, The five 


whom I ſhall mention are, Mary Magdalene, 


Zaccheus, the thief who was crucified with our 
Saviour, Cornelius, and St. Paul; of all theſe I 
will ſpeak freely, and firſt of Mary Magdalene, 
This poor woman was taken from the head of 
the unclean and incontinent: ſhe had been a 
known finner, a public harlot and adultereſs. It 
is likely ſhe had been the ruin of many, and ſe- 


duced them at firſt into fin; her whoriſh heart had 


made her ſevenfold the child of the devil, who no 
doubt thought ſurely to have her; luſt and impu- 
rity ruled her and led her captive; her ſhame was 
her boaſt, and perhaps her polluted body was haſt. 


ening to the grave through her intemperate and 


unchaſte life, while her wretched ſoul was ready 
to periſh forever. In this ſtate. was Mary when 
Jeſus came fecking the loſt, and preaching the 
goſpel of repentance and remiffion of ſins, and 
called her out of her ſlavery and danger. Some of 
the firſt chriſtians ſay that our Saviour had been 
preaching on the ſhepherd who left the ninety and 
nine in the wilderneſs to ſeek the one lamb that 
he had loſt. It was however on that day Jeſus 
dined with Simon that ſhe was converted. She 
followed him into the houſe weeping; her haughty 
looks were humbled, herbrazen and impudent face 
waſhed with hundreds of-tears, and ſhe, who be- 


fore could appear boldly before all the world and 


on purpoſe entered company with her eyes full of 
adultery and darting her fire on all ſides, now crept 
behind and kneeled at Jeſu's feet, like Eve and her 
guilty and naked huiband when they heard the 


voice 
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voice of the Lord God, in the cool of the day, 6 


Paradiſe. O come hither, ye lecherous and de- 


bauched livers, ye whoremongers and harlots, ye 
whoſe beds and bodies have been deſiled like Mag- 
dalen, look upon her, ſee thoſe lips which uttered 
ſuch obſcenity, trembling, kiſſing the Lord's feet; 


ſee her hair, once curled and platted to entice men 


to fin with her, now hiding her bluſhing face and 


wiping her tears away as faſt as they fell upon his 

feet. With all her fine cloaths, her ſplendid vail, 
her ſeducing attire and ornaments, ſhe ſinks in the 
duſt before our Saviour, and makes tears and ſighs. 
ſpeak the language of her heart, Come, O come. 


and do likewiſe! Do not think, I dare not, I may 
not; my ſins are too many; my ſecret crimes and 


pollutions are too predominant and render me unfit. 


to pray, unfit to hope for mercy, ſince ſhe is ſet 


forth as a pattern to thoſe of her claſs who repent and 


believe in Jeſus. Think, O think whereſhe is now 
yonder ſhe fits at Jeſus Chriſt's feet a pure virgin 
in heaven ; our Saviour had mercy upon her, and 


ſaid, before Simon the Phariſee and all thoſe who 


ſat at meat with him, Thy fins that are many 


are forgiven thee, go in peace.“ At once ſhe 


— 


found her ſoul redes med; the enemy, her maſter, 
loſt his hold, while God, her Saviour, ſpake her 
clean, This was the woman who afterwards loved 


Jeſus ſo much; this was her that before the ſelf- 


righteous Simon obtained mercy; this was ſhe who 
had the honour to miniſter of her ſubſtance toJeſus, 


and to ſtand with the virgin Mary under the croſs, 


and who firſt ſaw the Lord after he aroſe. He did 


not firſt appear to his mother, or to the twelve, or 


to his favourite John, but to her who before day 


was up and weeping alone, becauſe ſhe had miſled ; 


her Lord. This was the firſt preacher of the re- 
| . ſurrection, 
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ſurreQion, the highly-favoured perſon who got the 


firft greeting from the riſen Redeemer, and is ſent 


by him to appoint the place where all the reft ſhould 
meet him. I dare ſay, no ſpotleſs maiden now 
ſhines brighter round the throne, or more loyes 


and adores the Lamb! All her fellow ſaints ſee 


her, and worſhip God becauſe of the great merey 
beſtowed upon her. Lift up your eyes of faith, 


ye who have followed her in luſts, and ſee what a 


pattern of mercy ſhe is for you! ſee what the blood 
of Jeſus has accompliſhed on that once wretched, 


but now happy woman ! A drop of Jeſu's blood 


can make you clean, like her, and make the worſt 
and moſt defiled chaſte virgins in a moment. The 
blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all fin ; and does not 
only damp the impure nature, prevent and extin- 

iſh wild and unholy fire, but eaſes the con- 


ſcience, and waſhes away the remembrance of fin _ 
from before th: Lord. O let this woman's mercy 


' compel and encourage you apply to the ſame gra- 


cious Maſter, and you ſhall find that the hiſtory of 


Mary was written not for her ſake only, but for 
your fakes alſo, to whom the ſame grace ſhall be 
 1mparted, if you believe on him, Pet the ſenſe 
of your diſobedience and abominable deeds bow 
you down at his feet; ſhed your tears there, and 
thence ſtir not till the Gn Cordwhs ranted' her, 
eternal life, and made her ſo near and dear to him, 


vouchſafes you io hear, thy ſins are forgiven ;” I 


mean, till his Spirit has made it clear to your heart 
that al] your fins are pardoned and done away in 
the blood of the Lamb, and your luſts and impu- 


rities killed and abolifhed in his cold ſweat and 


tears. Since the chief of ſinners is fayed, venture 


you alſo and be ſaved freely, and experience that it 


«is a faithful ſaying, and'worthy of all accepta- 
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| 2 that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 
nners.“ 5 T 10: 
Zaccheus was another monument of grace; he 
perhaps had not gone on in Mary's courſe, but 
was a public finner; he was chief of the publi- 
eans, and he was rich, The publicans were a 
fort of unconſcionable men who farmed the taxes 
and tribute- money, and who had it in their power 
to uſe extortion and diſtreſs and oppreſs the poor; 
the ſtrict part of the Jewiſh church held them ana- 
thema, and our Saviour and St. John rank them 
with harlots and the worſt of men; but beſide his 
being of this buſineſs, beſide his being the chief 
of this clan, he was rich. He was in double dan- 
ger, he was ungodly and without any religion, and 
he was rich. Our Saviour had ſaid, how hard it 
was for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. And if ſo, here was one rich and wicked 
too; all in Jericho knew the ſinner Zaccheus. 
Come near, ye covetous, ye worldly- minded and 
miſerable people, ye oppreſſors of the poor, and 
ye who are rich, though your danger is great and 
the obſtacles in your way many, yet, if you are 
minded to be ſaved and want to fee ſeſus, behold: 
Zaccheus is a pattern of mercy for you See the 
man who without pity grinded the face of the 
poor, who ſtood like a flint unmoved at the cry: 
of the widow and fatherleſs, who could diſtreſs 
the needy, and thruſt into priſon, threaten and 
oppreſs his tenants, and who got his gain with 
cruelty and extortion, WhO took barbarouſly- the 
bread as it were from the orphans and hungry, and; 
made many a child ſuffer want, while the parents; 
wept bitterly unminded ; behold the rich, who was 
in danger of crying out with Dives for a drop of: 
Mater in vain forever, and of being one of that 
; numbes 


number who have their good things in this life, 


he has found pardon ! Jeſus ſaw him in the ſyca- 
more-tree and haſtened him down, that he might 
bring ſalvation to his houſe, for, ſaith he, “to- 


day I muſt ab de with. thee.” O happy day! O 


happy Zactheus !] He that ſhewed no mercy when 


it was aſked with tears and cries, finds mercy withe | 


out fo much as aſking for it. This exalts the doc- 
trine of free grace indeed, and makes Zaccheus a 
glorious pattern of mercy. He made haſte and re- 
ceived Jeſus into his houſe and-into his heart, and 
had ſcarce received pardon and believed unto fal- 
vation, but his faith worked by love, and yieided 
the fruit of good works: © Behold, Lord, ſaid he, 


I will give half of my goods to feed the poor, and 
3 wronged any one by falſe accuſation - 


where 
Iwill reſtore him fourfold.“ Thus it is where a 


true faith in Chriſt is, there are good works and a 


tender heart immediately. No ſoul in Jericho could 
have received the Lord with ſo much joy as this 


man; he had much forgiven him, and he loved 


much. If any who hear me would fain be ſaved, 
but, becauſe you are rich, tremble, O take cou- 
rage by the example of Zaccheus; take our Sa- 


viour's advice, give alms, of ſuch things as you 
have diſperſe abroad, give to the poor, and begin 


to be faithful ſtewards of the mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, and believe in him, and fo ſhall you get 
treaſure in heaven. Or are you afraid becauſe of 


your former covetouſneſs'and ſearch after riches ?_ 
oes the remembrance of your atheiſm, infidelity, 


careleſſneſs in religious matters, oppreſſion of the 
poor, hard behaviour to your inferiors, or want 
of tenderneſs and kindneſs to perſons in neceſſity 


and who were in debt, in priſon, and overwhelmed 


with penury, &c. bow you down and e 
k | you 


CW] 

vou! See Jeſus Chriſt's compaſſion on Zaccheus! 
See the worſt and moſt hardened of wretches has 
found mercy, the chief of the publicans is ſaved! 
O go, guilty and. unworthy of pity as you are, 
ſtand before the merciful Jeſus, ſhew him your 


public and atrocious crimes, your ſecret injuſtice 
and hidden offences, ſpread all open before him, 


and fall at the Judge's feet a ſelf. condemned and 
guilty ſinner; he came to ſave ſuch z his bowels 
of compaſſion yearned over ſuch, It is a true 
ſaying, and worthy of your acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave ſinners,” 
Plead this and this alone, and ſtand only in Zac- 
cheus's place with the ſame willing heart to ſee 
Jeſus, with the ſame believing heart, and you 
ſhall find. his mercy to all eternity, „ 
The dying thief is another eminent pattern of 
mercy, and witneſs that Jefus came to ſave ſin- 
ners. This man ſeemed hardened above meaſure, 
_ elſe he could not have joined with his other fel- 
low-criminal in the inſults and blaſphemy of the 
multitude : his blood guiltineſs (for in all Iike- 
lihood he had been a murderer), his robberies and 
thieving ſeemed to lie with ſmall weight on his 
conſcience ; it appeared as if ſin had ſeared it and 
made it obdurate and hard as the nether millſtone; 


it was as if he had no thought of his danger, body 


or ſoul, but was ſpringing headlong into eternal 


flames: while he joined the ſcoffers and mockers, 


how did our Saviour pity bim? He ſaw how far 


ſatan had prevailed and deluded his ſlave, and with 


ſtrong cries and tears interceded for him and was 
heard ; his petitions reached the ears of his al- 
mighty Father, and rebounded as it were to the 


thief's heart; he awaked at once out of his ſleep, 


the infidel believes in Jeſus and called him Lord; 
| | the 
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the blaſphemer repented of his blaſphemy and bes 
ſeeches the King of Iſrael to think upon him when 
he ſhould come into his kingdom. Surely all, eren 
the vileſt, muft have wondered at his reprobate be- 
haviour before, but above meaſure they muſt be aſto= 
niſhed now to hear him fue to him for mercy, Whom 
before he had fo derided and deſpiſed, and as much 
all in heaven and earth muſt have wondered when 
Jeſus gave him that ſweet and merciful anſwer 
& To- day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe.“ He 
was an open and public ſinner, and as openly and 
publicly did the Lamb abſolve, reconcile and fave 
him: he took him home with him in peace, and. 
from the very brink of hell, brought him to hea- 
ven. Here then look, ye poor rebels, ye thieves 
and moſt criminal and guilty men, ye unjuſt and 
wicked, behold Jeſus made his death with the 
wicked, and ftretched out his hands as if he meant 

to offer both the guilty partners in ſuffering, mer- 
Cy. Look and fee how the chief of felons, the 
chief of ſinners, is ſaved! It is likely this man had 
lived an abandoned and debauched life, carelefs of 
God and his own poor ſoul, a lover of bad com- 
pany, idle and wanton, till his crimes brought 
him to that ſhameful end. So far ſatin led bim, 
and would have carried off his prey, had not # 
dear Saviour interpoſed and ſhewn mercy ; but he 
did it fo openly, that he might make him an ex- 

- ample and pattern to thoſe who ſhould hereafter 
believe on him to everlaſting life; alſo to give hope 
to ſuch as turn to him on their death» beds, and 
who repent in their Iaft hours; but it was eſpe- 
cially to ſhew that he juſtiftes the ungodly, and 
that even when an unjuſt, careleſs, or moſt pro- 
fligate and bad perſon is diſpoſed for eternal life, 
and wants to be faved, he may; let him apply to 
„ : | the 
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the Friend of publicans and ſinners, to the Son of 
God, who came into the world to ſave ſinners, he 
ſhall not periſh, he ſhall be ſaved. Perhaps ſome 
may think, I have been unchaſte and unclean with 
Mary, I have been covetous and hard-hearted with 
Zaccheus, and wicked, unjuſt, diſhoneſt, and a 
liar, a ſwearer, a blaſphemer with the thief, and _ 
what then? Should all their complicated crimes - 
center in yau, and you be guilty of all, and were 
even the ſins of all the world upon you, Jeſus is the 
Lamb that takes away the fin of the world : he is 
juſt ſuch an almighty and tender-hearted Saviour 
as you want; and becauſe he knew you were loſt, 
periſhed and undone without him and could not 
recover, or by any other means get delivered from 
ſatan and the wrath to come, therefore he came 
into the world to fave you, and has ſet forth · ſo 
many examples and patterns of mercy to encou- 
rage you to turn to him with all your hearts and 
be ſaved. _. | | 4 

Cornelius the centurion at Cæſarea is another 
of theſe patterns, and of whom I muſt alſo ſpeak 
a little. I will not reckon him of the ſort of Ma- 
ry, or number him with Zaccheus, or rank him 
with the malefactor, for it ſeems as if he was emi- 
nent in another way, He was certainly famous 
among the Roman heathen for bravery, ſince he 
was a centurion of the Italian band; and for pie- 
ty, becauſe he faſted, was devout, juſt, gave much 
alms, feared God, and prayed always: fo far the 
light of nature and a tender conſcience, helped by 
the morality of the doctors among the philoſo- 
phers, had brought him, but he was ftill without- 
Chriſt and unſafe; for could morality and his obe- 
dience to natural religion have ſaved him, the an- 
gel appeared to him in vain and ſent him to hear 
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the goſpel from St. Peter in vain, but he muſt hear 
the words of Peter, whereby he ſhould be ſaved; 


and this is a clear proof that ſuch err who think 
without our Saviour to get to heaven: but Cor- 


nelius is a pattern to all who look after mercy, 
and ſearce know how. He was in his way a good 
man and wanted to be ſaved, and Jeſus, whom he 


knew not, would not diſappoint him; and to this 
day, whenever ſouls are ſincere and honeſt in de- 
firing falvation (let them be Turks, Jews, or 
Heathens, and ſeek it with wiſdom or fooliſhly), 
they will find it; our Saviour, who revealed him- 


ſelf to Abraham when he was an heathen and 


bleſſed him, and who ſent his angel to Cornelius, 
will find means to bring them to the knowledge 
of his goſpel, and will fend ſome to preach Jeſus 


and his redemption to them. Their having lived, 


like Cornelius, without the benefit of revealed re- 
ligion ſhall not hinder them to come to heaven; 
they ſhall hear the goſpel and be ſaved; God ſhall 


ſend ſome faithful Peter to them, who ſhall preach 


Chriſt and his merits to their ſoul's health; or 
fome book ſhall ſet forth that open door to them; 


or God, by his Holy Spirit, ſhall manifeſt his Son, 


and lead them to all the means of grace, and to 
the attaining perfect happineſs and righteouſneſs 
by Chriſt ſeſus. In this reſpect therefore is Cor- 
nelius a pattern of mercy, in that, though he was 
not under the law of Moſes, nor had the privilege 
of the Jews, when he wanted mercy God ſhewed 
him mercy; and when his moral obedience, uni- 


verſal benevolence, and ſtrict obſervance of the 


laws of nature could not ſatisfy him, but he felt 


he lacked perfect righteouſneſs, the angel of the | 
Lord led him to hear of that Man, in whoſe name 
is preached forgiveneſs of ſins; and he heard, be- 


lie ved, 


| E : 
lieved, was baptized, received the Holy Ghoſt, 
and is now ſafe with the innumerable company 
of the firſt- born in the kingdom of God. 

The laſt that remains to be ſpoken of is St. 
Paul himſelf, who in the text tiles himſelf the 
chief of ſinners. He differed much from Corne- 
lius, in that he was no heathen, nor called upon 
other gods, but was a ſtrict Jew under the law; 
and as Cornelius ſought righteouſneſs without 
the law, ſe Paul ſought it by the law, and pro- 
fited in his religion exceedingly, being of the 
ſtricteſt ſort in his church, and more zealous for 


the law and and for the traditions of the fathers 


than many in Jeruſalem ; he was a perſon who 
carried the matter of righteouſneſs, perhaps, far- 
ther than any one, was of the beloved tribe of 


Benjamin, the Ton of a devout and ſtrict parent, 


circumciſed the eighth day, lived in all good con- 
ſcience, and as touching the law blameleſs ; was 
in favour of the high-prieſt, the ſanhedrim, and 
the elders ; a diſciple of Gamaliel ; and indeed 
had all the advantages of education and religion, 
but knew not the righteouſneſs of faith in Chriſt. 
This made him ſo angry with the chriſtians ; they 
preached Chriſt; they ſaid, that that perſon who 
was executed on the croſs, who died the curſed 
death, and was numbered with tranſgreſſors, was 
the Lord and Chriſt, through whoſe name only 
could be obtained remiffion of fins, and by faith 
in whom righteouſneſs was imputed, All his edu- 
cation and good breeding did not hinder him, he 
Joined the rude multitude to blaſpheme ſuch a 
doctrine which ſet at nought ſelf-righteouſneſs 
and a man's own holineſs, and aſſiſted at the 
killing of St. Stephen, keeping their cloaths who 
koned him and conſenting to his death, he ba- 

| C2 niſhed 
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niſhed ſome, made others renounce our Saviour, 
ot others ſcourged, and with all his might per- 
ſecuted fuch as called upon the name of Jeſus, 


ſcorhing and deſpiſing his blood and merits, and 
trampling his atonement and righteouſneſs under 


his feet; but lo! after all, our Saviour's grace 
overtakes him; and the ſelf-righteous Saul, like 
a poor periſhing criminal, continues day and nigh 
to pray, without eating or. drinking, for mercy. 


He ſaw the neceflity of a divine and better righ- 


teouſneſs than his own; and when God had 
brought down his heart, ſtripped him of his fig- 


leaves, his beggarly raiment, and the righteouſneſs - 


of his works, then he pardoned him, and cloathed 


him with his own righteouſneſs, and juſtified the 


chief of ſinners. Hear this, ye who have been of 
this ſort, and valued ſo much your duties, piety, 
and alms, and thought ſo little of our Saviour and 
his death, like the apoſtle, deny all your own 
goodneſs, and come and truſt the blood of Chriſt 
alone, and you ſhall be ſaved, though you have 
been lifted up, like, Capernaum, as it were to 
heaven, and thanked God, with the Phariſee, 


that you were not ſo bad as the drunkards, the 


publicans and extortioners, and fooliſhly thought 
yourſelves well off and in a good way, but who 


now, aſhamed of your thoughts, and who bluſh 


at your ſpiritual pride, and even ſhudder to 
approach the Lamb you have ſo diſeſteemed, or 
to aſk the righteouſneſs you have ſlighted, or 


to implore the mercy you have deſpiſed; let the 


exampie of St. Paul encourage you to call upon 


the name of Jeſus; and though your fin may ap- 


pear to have been the chiefeſt of all ſins, in that 


you have ſo long fought by other ways, and as it 


were by another door to get to heaven, and put 
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up the idol of your own righteouſneſs in the place 
of Chriſt, and dreamt that your obedience, cha- 
rity and prayers could buy you eternal happineſs, 
and your ſelf-denial make an amends for ſin, 
when nothing leſs than the dying of God's only. 


Son could accompliſh this. I ſay, though all your 


pride and vanity be a fore burden to you now, 
fear not, but waſh away your fins, calling upon 
the name of the Lord. I know, if you are truly 
awakened, you muſt think yourſelves the chief 
of ſinners indeed, for you muſt feel how bad it is 
to ſlight our Saviour, and how much trouble he 
has had to make you truly religious, to ſubmit to 
his righteoufneis, and yield to be ſaved by faith 
alone, freely, 

I have now ſpoken of theſe five perſons who 
have been eminent as patterns of mercy, and 
who were at the head of the principal claſſes of 
ſinners. In one of theſe clafles almoſt every one 
may find himſelf; but perhaps there may be ſome 


who think themſelves guilty of all, and who are 


ſenſible of their unchaſte deeds and impure na- 
ture, with Mary; like her, they have lived in 
pleaſure and wantonneſs, rioted, feaſted, and in- 
dulged their vicious and ſenſual appetites, lived 
at eaſe and in luxury, waſted their bodies and 
impaired their health with intemperance and de- 
bauched living, &c. like Zaccheus, they ſtand 
convicted of having uſed unlawful meaſures in 
ſecuring to themſelves riches, or find themſelves 


| guilty of covetouſneſs, hardheartedneſs to the 


poor, oppreſſion, cruelty and extortion, perjury 


and falſe-witneſs againſt the innocent, and: the 


like; beſides, they have ſinned with the thief; 
have hated their brother, been murderers there- 
fore before God, (1 John iii. 15+); pony 
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fond of bad company, given to drink, careleſs 


and irreligious, lovers of pleaſure more than lov= 
ers of God, fond of games unfair and deceitful, 


unjuſt; and having deſerved for ſecret crimes 


and black deeds to die, ſwearers, blaſphemers, 


and, with all their bad and ſinful Jife, tempted to 

Imagine themſelves chriſtians, or ſatisfied their 
cConſeiences that others were as bad, only hypo- 
crites, and ſuppoſed indulging of their luſts and 
paſſions, &c, were not fins, ſince nature prompted 
them on; yea it is poſſible, amidſt all manner of 


diſobedience, to dream one is a good ſociable 
perſon, a merry companion, that means no ill, 
not of the worſt. ſort, but in many reſpects to be 


praiſed ; and if at times ſuch frequent church, 


give away a few alms, and refrain for a time from 
outward and groſs crimes, they can cheat them- 
ſelves, and hope they have made ſome progreſs in 
righteouſneſs, &c, 

If ſome ſhould think T have been a ſinner with 
all, and in a great meaſure am guilty with every 


clafs of ſinners; yet let them ſo think, I have to 


deal with a God whoſe mercies are as his majeſty, 
whoſe blood is almighty, and whoſe right hand 
faves to the uttermoſt. Only bow down at his 
feet, conſcious of your being indeed the chief of 
ſinners, and ſue for pardon, and iniquity ſhall 


not be your-ruin, Let your hearts repent un- 
feignedly, and with tears ſeek forgiveneſs at the 


foot of the croſs, reſolved, like Jacob, not to let 
the Lord go till he has bleſſed you with ſalvation, 
and you ſhall ſurely find it, The ſelt-righteous 
ſpirits will find the hardeſt work to ſubmit to 
Chriſt Jeſus's free grace; but when they are 


heartily tired and weary with ſeeking happineſs 


and perſection; they will be at laſt glad to fink 
2s | | "my 
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at Chriſt's feet, and aſk it there as a poor ſinner; 
but, as I ſaid before, this coſts the ſoul and the 
Saviour much before it is done, 2 IG 
I know by experience this: I was brought up 
ſtrictly, taught religion from my childhood, and 
carried the matter of righteouſneſs very far, and 
do believe ſolemnly that our Saviour has had more 
trouble in bending my poor heart to his free ſal- 
vation and conquering my ſelf-righteous ſpirit, _ 
than in ſaving ſome hundreds of ſinners beſides; 
but I have obtained mercy, and I ſet my ſeal 
to this true ſaying, ** that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world to fave ſinners, of whom I am chief.“ 
May you all happily experience the ſame mercy, 
to the glory of his grace, to whom be praiſe and 
ſalvation forever. Amen. 
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GOD, if thou hadſt but abhorr'd 
To wear our fleſh and blood, 
I never had approach'd the Lord, 
But at a diſtance 25 | 
8 1. 
A ſenſe of my unworthineſs, 
My guilt and juſt deſert, 
Had kept me in the worſt diſtreſs, 
And ſunk my hopeleſs hearr, 
: . 
But ſince thou haſt incarnate been, 
And took the Saviour's place, 
Only to ſave from hell and ſin 
The helpl:ſs human race; 5 
TN | IV. And 
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. | IV. - 1? 
And ſince, by thee, a countleſs troop 
Are now got ſafe to heav'n, 
Who once were ſinners, I have hope, 
And pray to be Es 


In heav'n above, in earth beneath, 
Or in the pit below 


There's none deſerves the ſecond death 


More juſt than me, I know. 
VI. 


I know, in thought, in deed, and word, 


I've put thy ſoul to grief : 
I am the chief of ſinners, Lord; 
I am of ſinners chief! : 


VII. 


M = have made thy croſs; my guilt 


| as caus'd thy wounds and pain ; 
For me, unclean, thy blood was ſpilt, 


By means of wicked men, 

OS, VIII. 

But let a ſoul, redeem'd ſo dear, 
Be precious in thy ſight; 

Waſh me, and ſin ſhall diſappear, 

And be aboliſh'd quite, 

IX, 

In pard'ning one ſo vile as me, 
Thy mercy ſhall be ſhewn ; 

A monument I too ſhall be 

Of mercy on thy throne. 
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